[image: ]

BRAZOS COUNTY JUSTICE OF THE PEACE PRECINCT 4

Standing Order Regarding Eviction Court Proceedings Under COVID-19 State of Emergency

Given the increasing number of COVID-19 cases in Brazos County and 40 additional cases with a total positivity rate of 11.59% and the severity of the risk of spread of COVID-19, and taking into consideration matters of public safety and health, Brazos County Justice of the Peace Precinct 4 issues this order pursuant by the authority granted by the “Eighteenth Emergency Order Regarding the COVID-19 State of Disaster” by the Supreme Court of Texas dated June 29, 2020 which states the following:
“… all courts in Texas may in any case, civil or criminal-and must to avoid risk to court staff, parties, attorneys, jurors, and the public-without a participant’s consent…..modify or suspend any and all deadlines and procedures whether prescribed by statute, rule, or order, for a stated period ending no later than September 30, 2020.”
THEREFORE, Brazos County Justice of the Peace Precinct 4 hereby ORDERS:
1) All pending evictions in this court will be abated until September 30, 2020;
2) All evictions filed after July 16, 2020 in this court shall not be set for a trial hearing until September 30, 2020; and 
3) The only exception to the above is allowed, if the Plaintiff can show that the actions of the tenant pose an imminent threat of i) physical harm to the plaintiff, the plaintiff’s employees, or other tenants, or ii) criminal activity.
This order was necessary due to an eviction proceeding during a disaster period that will destabilize the economy and contribute to person-to-person contact and is deemed necessary to protect public safety. In addition, a “hot spot” exists in zip code 77803, which currently has the highest number of COVID-19 cases at 1,189 persons.  This order is in effect immediately and shall expire on September 30, 2020. The time period in this order may be shortened or extended in a subsequent order if required.
Signed this 13th day of August, 2020.
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